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Advantages and disadvantages of
European-style cable trays

Overview

We break down the pros, cons, and best use cases for each. Limited Protection
in Harsh Environments: Open-type trays like ladder or perforated trays offer
less protection in areas exposed to dust, water, or chemicals. Mechanical
Damage Risk: Since cables are exposed in open trays, they are more prone to
physical damage if not installed or maintained. Solid-bottom Cable trays for
fiber-optic cable installations where drooping of cables may affect system
performance, solid-bottom (non-ventilated) cable trays are preferred.
However, the main reason for selecting solid-bottom trays is a concern for
electromagnetic/ radio-frequency interference. The electrical and telecom
industries have discovered cable tray strengths, safety, speed of installation,
openness for future change, adaptability, and today, the vast product
selection tailored to particular needs. This grouping of product is from the old
school. They offer an organized and secure way to support electrical, data,
and communication cables, ensuring easy access and maintenance.
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Advantages and disadvantages of European-style cable trays

While cable trays offer numerous benefits, it''s
equally important to consider the advantages and
disadvantages of using cable tray systems in order
to make an informed decision.

Find out the advantages and disadvantages of
basket cable trays. Get expert insights on where
and how to use them effectively.

Explore all types of cable trays—ladder,
perforated, basket, solid, and channel. Learn their
uses, materials, pros, cons, and key differences.

Explore all types of cable trays—ladder,
perforated, basket, solid, and channel. Learn their
uses, materials, pros, cons, and key differences.

Explore the types of cable trays, their advantages,
applications, and standard sizes. Learn how they
improve cable management and support various
industries.
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Compare cable tray, basket, ladder & trunking
systems. Learn the pros, cons, and best uses for
each type, with links to our UK product ranges.

The advantages of these types of cable tray are
installation speed and maximum cable freedom.
These systems were generated to allow installers
to side fill the cables, eliminating the stresses of
pulling …

Cable trays are components of support systems for
power and communications cables and wires. A
cable tray system supports and protects both
power and signal cables and facilitates upgrading,
…

In this guide, we explain what cable trays are, the
main types available, how to choose the correct
size and duty rating, and what to consider when
designing a …

Wire mesh baskets and cable trays both offer
great cable management solutions, but which one
is right for your installation? We break down the
pros, cons, and best use cases for each.

In this guide, we explain what cable trays are, the
main types available, how to choose the correct
size and duty rating, and what to consider when
designing a cable tray installation.
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PurposeTypes of Cable TraysLadder Cable TrayPerforated Cable
TrayMaterialsAdvantagesDisadvantagesCable trays are components of support
systems for power and communications cables and wires. A cable tray system
supports and protects both power and signal cables and facilitates upgrading,
expanding, reconfiguring, or relocating networks. Most of the cable traysystems are
open, allowing efficient heat dissipation and easy access for replaceme…See more on
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height:14px;padding:2px 8px;background:rgba(0,0,0,.75);border-radius:2px;font-weig
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E%0D%0A%20%20%20%20%3Cpath%20d%3D%22M14.2354%2010.1923C13.2355%
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%2022.3698%2014.2354%2021.8073L22.2356%2017.3073C23.2551%2016.7339%2
023.2551%2015.2661%2022.2357%2014.6926L14.2354%2010.1923Z%22%20fill%3
D%22white%22%20fill-
opacity%3D%220.9%22%2F%3E%0D%0A%3C%2Fsvg%3E)}.mmlist
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12px;padding:0}.mmlist .mc_vtvc_title{font-weight:400;font-size:16px;height:44px;li
ne-height:22px;margin-bottom:0;margin-top:0;color:unset}.mmlist
.mc_vtvc_meta_row{font-size:13px}.mmlist .mc_vtvc
.mc_vtvc_meta_block_area{height:unset}.mmlist .mc_vtvc .vtmu,.mmlist .mc_vtvc
.vtpl{bottom:8px}.cardless .mmlist .mc_vtvc{box-shadow:none}.cardless.mmlist
.mc_vtvc_center_play{width:32px;height:32px}.cardless.mmlist .mc_vtvc_title{font-
size:16px;color:unset}.cardless.mmlist .mc_vtvc_meta_row{line-
height:20px}.cardless.mmlist .mc_vtvc_meta_pubdate{padding-
bottom:2px;color:#666}.cardless.mmlist .mc_vtvc_th,.cardless.mmlist .mc_vtvc_th
.cico,.cardless.mmlist .mc_vtvc_th div.rms_img{border-radius:6px}.cardless.mmlist
.mc_vtvc_th{height:111px}.cardless.mmlist .mc_vtvc_htc{border-radius:6px;overflow
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.mc_bc{padding:2px 8px;line-height:14px;border-radius:2px;font-
weight:normal}.mmlist .mc_vtvc:hover .mc_vtvc_title{text-decoration:underline}.mc_
vtvc_meta{box-sizing:border-box;display:inline-block;line-height:18px;position:relativ
e;width:100%}.mc_vtvc_meta_block{bottom:0;position:absolute;width:100%}.mc_vtv
c_meta_row{line-height:16px;font-size:11px;height:17px;overflow:hidden;text-
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h-of-type(n+2)::before{content:" · "}.mc_vtvc_meta_row
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height:18px;margin-bottom:18px;overflow:hidden}.mc_vtvc_con_rc.onhov.mmsts
.mc_vtvc_title{visibility:hidden}.mc_vtvc_con_rc.onhov
.mc_vtvc_kmt{display:block}.mc_vtvc_kmt_content .b_factrow{line-height:17px;font-
size:11px;max-height:34px;overflow:hidden;text-overflow:ellipsis;padding:0 16px 0
0;color:#444}.mc_vtvc_meta .mc_vtvc_kmt_title{line-height:18px}.mc_vtvc_title:hov
er{text-decoration:none}.mc_vtvc_meta_pubdate{color:#444;padding-bottom:3px}.
mc_vtvc_meta_channel{color:#444}.mc_vtvc_meta_w,.mc_vplvc_meta_w{position:re
lative}.mc_vtvc_meta_bg_w,.mc_vplvc_meta_bg_w{height:100%;width:100%;overflo
w:hidden;position:absolute;top:0}.mc_vtvc_meta_bg_w .cico,.mc_vplvc_meta_bg_w
.cico{border-radius:0;overflow:visible}.dg_u .mm_vidch_th_c{overflow:visible}.dg_u
.mm_vidch_th_bg img{margin-
top:-20px}.emptyStyleForDebuggingPurpose{top:0}.mc_vtvc_meta_w
.mc_vtvc_meta{background:rgba(255,255,255,.75)}.mc_vtvc_meta_bg_w
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img,.mc_vtvc_meta_bg_w .mc_vtvc_cb_w{filter:blur(25px);transform:scale(1.2)}body
{--video-metadata-channel-color:#3c3c3c}body.b_dark{--video-metadata-channel-
color:unset}.vsarf .mc_vtvc_meta_pubdate{color:unset}.vsarf
.mc_vtvc_meta_channel{color:var(--video-metadata-channel-color)}.vsarf .mc_vtvc
.mc_vtvc_meta_w .mc_vtvc_title,.vsarf .mc_vtvc .mc_vtvc_meta_w .mc_vtvc_title
strong{font-weight:bold}.vsarf .mc_vtvc_meta_w .mc_vtvc_meta_row{font-
size:13px}.emptyStyleForDebuggingPurpose{top:0}.vsarf .mc_vtvc_th .cico{height:1
32px}.emptyStyleForDebuggingPurpose{top:0}.emptyStyleForDebuggingPurpose{to
p:0}.emptyStyleForDebuggingPurpose{top:0}.emptyStyleForDebuggingPurpose{top:
0}.emptyStyleForDebuggingPurpose{top:0}.emptyStyleForDebuggingPurpose{top:0
}.emptyStyleForDebuggingPurpose{top:0}.vtbc .mv_vtvc_play{display:inline-block;p
osition:absolute;bottom:8px;left:9px;height:8px;width:7px;background:url(data:imag
e/png;base64,iVBORw0KGgoAAAANSUhEUgAAAAcAAAAIBAMAAADHKvg1AAAAIVBMVE
X///////////////////////////////////////////9/gMdvAAAACnRSTlMAETNEVWaImbvuo4D1oAAAAB9JR
EFUCB1jmMoABKuaQcSqQhCxKgFGgLhNQIkpQAwA8zkLyQAl6F0AAAAASUVORK5CYII=
)}.vtbc .mv_vtvc_play_ext{background:url(/rp/Lp38sn_O4jegSK0IHxZVxyp-yKQ.png)
-172px -31px;display:inline-
block;height:8px;width:12px;position:absolute;bottom:8px;left:6px}.vtbc .pivot{heigh
t:20px;width:8px;min-width:8px}.mc_bc_w{height:18px;padding:8px;text-
align:right}.mc_bc{background-color:rgba(0,0,0,.75);padding:2px 8px;line-height:14p
x;color:#fff;display:inline-block;vertical-align:middle;border-radius:2px;font-
weight:bold}.mc_bc_w .pivot{text-align:center;margin-right:1px;height:14px}.vsarr
.mmgrid .mc_bc_w .mc_bc{background-color:rgba(0,0,0,.75);opacity:1}.mmsi{height
:16px;width:16px;position:relative;top:5px;padding-right:var(--smtc-gap-between-con
tent-xx-small)}.mmsi-microsoftnews,.mmsi-msn{top:3px}.vrhdata{display:none}.m
mgrid>div{width:197px;display:inline-block;margin-right:8px;margin-bottom:8px;box-
shadow:0 0 0 1px rgba(0,0,0,.05);position:relative;vertical-
align:top;overflow:hidden;white-space:normal;border-radius:6px}.vsarr
.mmgrid>div,.vsarr1stbig .mmgrid>div{margin-right:8px;margin-
bottom:8px}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc .mc_vtvc_meta{height:auto}#serpvidansrr
.mc_vtvc .mc_vtvc_title{display:-webkit-box;-webkit-line-clamp:2;-webkit-box-
orient:vertical}.mmgrid .mc_tc{border:0}.vsa .mmgrid>div:nth-child(3n){margin-
right:0}.vsa .b_moreLink{padding-top:4px}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc_meta_row{line-
height:18px;font-size:100%;height:17px}.vsarr .mmgrid>div:nth-child(2n){margin-
right:0}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc .vtmu,#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc
.vtpl{bottom:128px}.vsarr1stbig .mmgrid>div:nth-child(2){margin-
right:0}#serpvidansrr.uipolish .mc_vtvc_meta_pubdate,#serpvidansrr.uipolish
.mc_vtvc_meta_channel,#serpvidansrr.uipolish #vidans2 .b_videocard
.video_metadata .video_source{color:#767676}#serpvidansrr #vidans2 .b_videocard
.video_metadata_container,#serpvidansrr #vidans2 .b_videocard
.video_metadata_container .video_metadata>h3{width:100%}@media(max-
width:1362.9px){#serpvidansrr
.mmgrid>div{width:168px;height:206px}#serpvidansrr .mmgrid>div
.cico,#serpvidansrr .mmgrid>div .cico
.rms_img{width:168px;height:100px}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc
.mc_vtvc_meta{padding:12px}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc
.mc_vtvc_title{height:32px;line-height:16px;margin-bottom:16px}#serpvidansrr
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.mc_vtvc .mc_vtvc_meta_block_area{height:34px}#serpvidansrr

.mc_vtvc_meta_row{line-height:15px;font-size:13px;height:15px}#serpvidansrr

.mc_vtvc_meta_pubdate{padding-bottom:4px}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc

.vtmu,#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc .vtpl{bottom:114px}#serpvidansrr #vidans2

.b_videocard .videoPlayer,#serpvidansrr #vidans2 .b_videocard .videoPlayer

.cico,#serpvidansrr #vidans2 .b_videocard .videoPlayer .cico .rms_img{width:343px!i
mportant;height:194px!important;margin-right:0}}@media(max-
width:1274.9px){#serpvidansrr
.mmgrid>div{width:124px;height:164px}#serpvidansrr .mmgrid>div
.cico,#serpvidansrr .mmgrid>div .cico
.rms_img{width:124px;height:76px}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc
.mc_vtvc_meta{padding:8px}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc .mc_vtvc_title{height:32px;line-
height:16px;margin-bottom:12px}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc
.mc_vtvc_meta_block_area{height:28px}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc_meta_row{line-
height:13px;font-size:11px;height:13px}#serpvidansrr
.mc_vtvc_meta_pubdate{padding-bottom:2px}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc
.vtmu,#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc .vtpl{bottom:96px}#serpvidansrr #vidans2
.b_videocard .videoPlayer,#serpvidansrr #vidans2 .b_videocard .videoPlayer
.cico,#serpvidansrr #vidans2 .b_videocard .videoPlayer .cico .rms_img{width:256px!i
mportant;height:144px!important;margin-right:0}#serpvidansrr .maskthumb
.mc_bc_w{padding:8px 4px 4px 8px}}#serpvidansrr.withsplitline .mmgrid>div:nth-
last-child(1),#serpvidansrr.withsplitline .mmgrid>div:nth-last-child(2){margin-
bottom:24px}#serpvidansrr.withsplitline .mmgrid{border-bottom:1px solid
#ececec;margin-bottom:16px}#serpvidansrr #vidans2 .b_videocard
.video_metadata{max-width:auto;padding:12px 16px}#serpvidansrr #vidans2
.b_videocard{margin-bottom:12px;box-shadow:0 0 1px rgba(0,0,0,.05),0 2px 3px
rgba(0,0,0,.1);border-radius:6px}#serpvidansrr .b_rich{padding-top:0}#serpvidansrr
#vidans2 .videoPlayer{border-radius:6px 6px 0 0;overflow:hidden}#serpvidansrr
#vidans2 .b_videocard .video_metadata>h3{white-space:nowrap;overflow:hidden;te
xt-overflow:ellipsis;-webkit-line-clamp:1;line-height:15px;height:15px;font-size:13px;c
olor:#000;margin-bottom:20px;font-family:var(--bing-smtc-text-style-default-regular-
font-family);font-style:normal;display:block}#serpvidansrr.vsarr1stbig #vidans2
.b_videocard .video_metadata .actionmenu{display:none}#serpvidansrr #vidans2
.b_videocard .video_summary,#serpvidansrr #vidans2 .b_videocard
.video_source{line-height:15px}#serpvidansrr #vidans2 .b_videocard .videoPlayer
.vtbc{right:0}.vrhc line.nhvpv .pffvi,.vrhc line.nhvpv[data-tps="S"] .pffvt,.vrhc
line.nhvpv[data-tps="M"] .pffvt,.vrhc line.nhvpv[data-tps="L"] .pffvt{display:inline-
flex}.vrhc line.nhvpv .vrhtc.pffv .vrhol{display:none}.vrhc line.nhvpv .vrhtc.pffv .play
er_ol{background:var(--mai-smtc-background-ctrl-on-image-
hover);transition:background-color .5s;display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:c
enter;padding:var(--smtc-gap-between-content-x-small);gap:var(--smtc-gap-between-
content-x-small);box-sizing:border-box}.mc_vtvc_th img{transition:all var(--smtc-
duration-medium-01) var(--bing-smtc-animation-ease-default)}.nhvpv+.mc_vtvc_th i
mg{transform:scale(1.1)}.smtplayerhtml5{height:100%;width:100%;overflow:hidden
}.smtplayerhtml5 video{min-height:100%;min-width:100%}.smtplayerhtml5 .videopl
aying{background-color:#000}.smtplayerhtml5.hide{display:none}.pffvt{display:no
ne;color:var(--mai-smtc-foreground-ctrl-on-image-rest);font:var(--bing-smtc-text-
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global-subtitle2-strong)}.pffvi{mask:url(/rp/ui07wU6K7FR_inzG7DRbP1i8fGo.svg)
center no-repeat;mask-size:12px;background:var(--bing-smtc-background-card-on-im
age-default);width:20px;height:20px;flex-shrink:0;align-self:flex-start}[data-tps="L"]
.pffvt{font:var(--bing-smtc-text-global-subtitle2-strong)}[data-tps="L"]
.pffvi{width:22px;height:22px;mask-size:16px}[data-tps="S"] .pffvt{font-
size:0}[data-tps="S"] .pffvi{width:24px;height:24px;mask-size:24px;align-
self:center}.hvpv.h5s .pffvt{display:inline-flex}.hvpv.h5s .vrhtc.pffv
.vrhol{display:none}.hvpv.h5s .vrhtc.pffv .player_ol{background:var(--mai-smtc-
background-ctrl-on-image-hover);transition:background-color .5s;display:flex;align-ite
ms:center;justify-content:center;padding:var(--smtc-gap-between-content-x-small);ga
p:var(--smtc-gap-between-content-x-small);box-sizing:border-box}.pffvt{text-
decoration:underline}.vrhcp .vrhol{position:absolute;width:100%;height:35px;max-h
eight:35px;bottom:0;left:0;padding:0;background:none;display:block;z-
index:9}.vrhcp .vrhol.hide,.vrhcp .vrhol .hide{display:none}.vrhot{white-space:nowra
p;text-overflow:ellipsis;overflow:hidden;display:inline-block;position:absolute;max-wid
th:240px;height:18px;line-height:14px;margin-left:8px;top:10px;left:0;right:0;border-
radius:2px;padding-right:8px}.vrhot div{display:inline-block}.vrhot nt{color:#fff;font-
size:11px;font-weight:bold;background-color:rgba(0,0,0,.75);padding:2px 8px;margin-
left:0;top:0;box-sizing:border-box;position:relative}.vrhc .ricons{position:absolute;rig
ht:8px;top:10px;left:auto;bottom:auto;height:18px;display:inline-
block;cursor:pointer}.vrhol.icons_1 .vrhot{margin-right:27px}.vrhol.icons_2
.vrhot{margin-right:49px}.vrhol.icons_3 .vrhot{margin-right:79px}.vrhol .vrhot
nt,.vsb_tr_chd .vrhol.icons_1 .vrhot{margin-
right:0}.vpb{position:absolute;display:block;bottom:0;left:0;height:4px}.vpb
div{position:absolute}.vpb nt{width:0;background:#fff}.vpb
nt.test{display:none}.vpb.back{background-color:#999}.vrhcp
.vrhol.npb{height:36px;max-height:36px}.vrhol .vadda{width:22px;height:18px;padd
ing:0;margin-right:0;margin-left:2px;bottom:0;position:relative;display:inline-block;z-
index:1;background:rgba(0,0,0,.75);border-radius:2px;overflow:hidden}.vrhol
.vadda.hide{display:none}.vrhol .vadda .mc_vfaa{margin:3px 5px}.ricons
.vol{float:left}.ricons .adultFlag{float:right}.vol{width:22px;height:18px;bottom:0;m
argin-left:1px;margin-right:1px;position:relative;display:inline-block}.vol.hide,.vol
.hide{display:none}.vol .bg{background:rgba(0,0,0,.75);border-
radius:2px}.vol.bg,.vol nt{position:absolute;bottom:0}.vol .vol.bg.volnb{border-
radius:0 0 2px 2px}.vol .volsliderHandle.bg{border-radius:2px 2px 0 0}.vol nt .volslid
erHandle{height:70px;display:none;width:22px;float:left;bottom:18px;position:absolu
te;display:block}.vol nt .volsliderHandle.hide{display:none}.volsliderHandle
.vsb{height:54px;width:4px;background-color:#999;margin:9px auto
8px;position:relative;display:block;border-radius:2px}.volsliderHandle
.vsh{height:6px;width:14px;padding:9px 7px 9px 7px;margin:0
-12px;display:block;position:absolute;top:30px}.volsliderHandle
.vsh.hide{display:none}.volsliderHandle .vshi{height:4px;width:14px;background-
color:#fff;border-radius:2px}.volMuteIcon{width:16px;height:14px;margin:2px 4px;fl
oat:left}.volMuteHandle{width:22px;height:18px}.vo{background:url(/rp/fFZxBXElP9
WYOO0jhTaElyLhEVU.svg) no-repeat}.vm{background:url(/rp/fsX-
ZVd03wB2TL0vmQJxSp4U9vs.svg) no-
repeat}.vl{background:url(/rp/YXYMPC1Rry_XJGc7Yg8lR4B2eEs.svg) no-
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repeat}.vf{background:url(/rp/NosrlR4amKTs1zYxWy3laZN3HRk.svg) no-
repeat}@media(forced-colors:active){.vol{forced-color-adjust:none}}.vrhc line
.vt_vp,.vrhc.popout .vt_vp,.vrhc.mousefollow .vt_vp{position:absolute;bottom:0;borde
r:hidden;padding:0;top:0;left:0;z-index:3}.vrhtc .hide{display:none}.vrh_clc
.vt_vp,.vrh_clc .vrhtc .vrhi,.vrh_clc .player_ol{cursor:pointer}.vrh_clc .cico{border-
radius:0}.vrhtc{border:hidden;top:0;left:0;padding:0}.vrhc.mousefollow
.vrhtc,.vrhc.popout .vrhtc{background-color:#999}.vrhtpc.load
.player_ol{background:url(/rp/J_o2maogFDeUOsovPJL-ofEuxJ4.gif) center center no-
repeat}.vrhc line .vrhtc .vrhi,.vrhc.popout .vrhtc .vrhi,.vrhc.mousefollow .vrhtc .vrhi{p
osition:absolute!important;border:hidden;z-index:2;padding:0;left:0;top:0}.player_ol{
position:absolute;width:100%;height:100%;bottom:0;border:hidden;z-
index:7}.vrhc.popout,.vrhc line,.vrhc.mousefollow{border-radius:6px;overflow:hidden
;display:table-row-group;background:none}.vrhc.popout,.vrhc.mousefollow{z-
index:4;box-shadow:0 4px 4px rgba(0,0,0,.1),0 2px 80px rgba(0,0,0,.2)}.vrhc line{z-
index:1;margin:0}.vrhc.popout,.vrhc
line{position:absolute;top:0}.vrhc.popout{border:1px solid #fff}.vrhc.mousefollow{p
osition:fixed}.vrhcp{position:relative;top:0;left:0;display:table-row}.vrhcp
.vrhtc{position:relative;overflow:hidden}.vrhc.hide{display:none}@keyframes
vh_fadein{from{opacity:0}to{opacity:1}}.vrhc:not(.hide){animation:vh_fadein
250ms}.vrhc line img{color:transparent}.vrhc line.fullsize{height:100%}.vrhc,.vrhc:h
over,.vrhc:link,.vrhc:active,.vrhc:visited{color:#000;text-decoration:none}.vrhc.vrh_c
lc{cursor:pointer}a.hover-anchor{display:block;height:100%;width:100%;text-
decoration:none}.vrhstat{height:0;overflow:hidden}

Contact Us

For more information, pricing, or custom energy solutions, please contact us:

Website: https://www.gdroofing.co.za
Email: sales@gdroofing.co.za
Phone: +27 72 418 9365
Address: 22 Electron Avenue, Isando, Johannesburg, 1600, South Africa

This document is for informational purposes only. Specifications subject to
change without notice.
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